
 
First-hand Experience for First-time Feeders 

SAN ANTONIO – The JV feeder program at the North East Agricience Magnet Program, gives 
students a hands-on experience on what it is like to raise a livestock project during the fall 
semester for ninth through 12th graders.  

The JV program allows students to raise a livestock project for a shorter amount of time in order 
for feeders to learn whether or not they want to raise an animal for the county livestock show or 
for the Texas major livestock shows. 

“The JV program wouldn’t work in a lot of programs, but it is a great asset to the AMP,” said 
Tyler Price, AMP Agriscience Teacher and market lamb supervisor. “It is a great opportunity for 
these non-traditional ag students to get a quick, first-hand look at what it takes to raise a market 
animal and be competitive.” 

Students receive their animal anywhere from June to September depending on the species. They 
attend a week long project “boot camp” where they learn all about the basics of raising the 
species they chose. Once the camp is complete, students receive their animal and begin being 
graded on their performance. 

“Students are graded on several factors including pen cleanliness, barn chore completion, 
feeding, showmanship, general knowledge and record keeping,” Price said. “The better the 
student does in those area, the more points they receive, which are needed to become varsity-
level feeders.” 

The North East Ag Fair is the final show for those in the JV Feeder Program. This show takes 
place at the AMP Complex in late October. The purpose of this show is to showcase the 
accumulation of all of the feeders’ hard work throughout the past few months.  

“The Ag Fair is a great opportunity for the feeders to put all of their hard work to the test,” Price 
said. “Students are then graded out and must receive a minimum of 70 JV points to reach 
varsity.” 

To award students for their hard work, each student receives a check from the James Madison 
FFA Booster Club based on the amount of points they accumulate throughout the experience, 
Price said. Just as students would receive a check from making a sale at a major stock show, this 
allows students to reap the benefits of their hard work, he said.  

### 

	

NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 10, 2018 
Contact: Tyler Price, 210-356-1453 
	


